" Pearl Buck once told how she had found her
mission as interpreter to the Occident of the
nature and being of China. She did not turn
to it as a literary speciality at all; it came to
her without her seeking.

" * It is people that have always afforded me
my greatest pleasure and interest,' she said, ' and
as I live among the Chinese it has been the
Chinese people in particular. "When I am asked
what sort of people they are, I cannot answer.
They are not this or that, they are just people.
I can no more define them than I can define my
own relatives and kinsmen. I am too near to
them and I have lived too intimately with them
for that.'

" She has been right among the people of
China in all their vicissitudes, in good years and
famine years, in the bloody tumults of revolu-
tions and the delirium of Utopias. She has
associated with the leading classes with a modern
education, and with primordially primitive
peasants, who had hardly seen a western face
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